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Every religious tradition is accompanied by a multitude of mystical and esoteric elements. They can be found in religious texts, are used in religious practices, and form the foundation of the religious experience. As religions change, these elements naturally transform also. Presently, society is faced with a wide array of different forms of religion, each having unique and yet generally significant connections with mystical and esoteric ideas and practices. It is thus important to classify mystical and esoteric components of religion, to monitor their transformation throughout history, to study how they are connected with traditional religiosity, and to see how they manifest in contemporary popular culture. The seventh international conference “Mystical and Esoteric Movements in Theory and Practice: Mystical and Esoteric Aspects of Contemporary Religions” invites all interested humanities scholars, including but not limited to experts in religious studies, philosophy, cultural studies, and history, for a detailed examination of these and many other problems.
Topics of discussion:
1. Having faith outside of religion: defining and classifying the phenomenon.

2. Theoretical and practical concerns in studying new mystical and esoteric movements: from secularism to post-secularism.

3. Interfaith relations and contemporary mystical and esoteric movements.

4. “Patchwork beliefs”: analyzing changing convictions and their models. 
5. Eastern mystical and esoteric traditions in Russia and Western countries.

6. Mysticism and esotericism in the Soviet Union. 

7. Portrayal of esoteric religiosity in popular culture.

8. Constructing tradition in contemporary mystical and esoteric currents

9. Mystical and esoteric currents in the media and online.
Panel titles will be based on the applications received and thus decided after the deadline.

There are also plans for panel discussions and methodological seminars. 

Working languages: Russian and English.
Applications must be sent to the following E-mail: conference.mystic@yandex.ru before October 5, 2014. If a Russian Visa is required, the application must be sent in by June 10, 2014.
Please fill in the following form:

1. Full name;

2. Date of birth; 

3. Academic degree;

4. Home address;

5. Place of work/study;

6. Position;

7. Contact telephone number;

8. E-mail;

9. Is an official invitation required (for a Russian visa)? (yes / no);

10. Is any kind of technical support (computer/overhead projector/etc) required for your presentation? If yes, please specify the exact equipment;

11. Photo, up to 1 megabyte in size;

12. Paper title;

13. Abstract (approx. 150-200 words);

-

The organizational committee reserves the right to decline any incorrectly-filed application as well as to ask for additional information in difficult cases. A correctly-filed application does not imply automatic acceptance. Whether an application is accepted or not is decided and communicated to the applicant by E-mail within a week.

There is no long-distance participation option for this conference. 
The sum of the participation fee for non-residents of Russia and other countries of Commonwealth of Independent States is variable: 
1) The fee for participants requiring aid in acquiring a Russian visa will be 40 Euro. The application and certain documents (list is provided separately upon request) must be sent in before June 10, 2014
2) The fee for participants organizing their own arrival is 30 Euro. The application deadline in this case is September 15, 2012. 
There is a 50% discount for ASEM members.  The conference fee is to be paid at registration on the first day of the conference. Members of the organizing committee and workgroup do not pay fees. Entrance for non-speakers is free.

Selected papers will be published in the conference proceedings after the conference commences. Minimal editing may be undertaken to ensure that the text complies with technical and stylistic regulations. Any editing is done with the informed consent of the author. Any text that had been sent to the organizing committee but not presented at the conference will not be published.
Committee Chairman: UrFU Department of Philosophy Chair, Dr. Phil., Prof. A. V. Pertsev (Yekaterinburg).
Organizing commitee members: Dr. Phil. D. V. Pivovarov (Yekaterinburg), Prof. B. Menzel (Mainz, Germany), Dr. Phil. E. V. Ivanova (Yekaterinburg), Dr. Phil. V. V. Zhdanov (Erlangen, Germany), PhD Y. Y. Zavgorodniy (Kyiv), PhD Y. V. Melnykova, (Yekaterinburg), PhD S. V. Pakhomov (St. Petersburg), PhD Y. F. Rodichenkov (Vyazma), PhD O. M. Farhitdinova (Yekaterinburg), PhD Y. L. Khalturin (Moscow), PhD Y. I. Grishayeva (Yekaterinburg), O. V. Kuznetsova (Yekaterinburg), K. V. Zorya (Kyiv).

Secretaries: V. Kovach (Yekaterinburg), S. Panin (Moscow)
Address of the conference: Ural Federal University (Yekaterinburg, 51 Lenina Avenue, Department of Philosophy (3rd floor, conference hall).
Mail address: 620083, Yekaterinburg, 51 Lenina Avenue, Ural Federal University Department of Philosophy, Subdepartment of Religious Studies, Organizational Committee of the Mystical and Esoteric Aspects of Contemporary Religions Conference.
Telephone for inquiries (Subdepartment of Religious Studies, call Wednesdays and Fridays): 8 (343) 358-94-28

Conference website: http://wnkonfrelig.ucoz.ru/

ASEM website: http://aiem-asem.org

Conference E-mail: conference.mystic@yandex.ru
